
 

Chronologic Overview of the Total Cases Brought By Iranian Authorities 

Against Mr. Lesani 

CLICK TO SEE URGENT ACTION BY AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 

Court Case 1: 

17 July 2003: He arrived at Babek Hotel, in Keleyber at the outskirts of the Babek Castle on Thursday, 

5:00 pm and carried out the annual ceremony in front of a very tightly policed. 

25 August 2003: He was forced into a car by a security agent around 4:30-5:00 pm; taken to an 

unknown location; and in parallel with this, his house and business were searched, confiscating all 

his written material Azerbaijani Turkic, which was an illegal act. He was detained in solitary 

confinement in the Ministry of Information. He was subjected regularly to interrogations, including 

an hour of physical torture and 2-3 hours of intensive and repeated questionings in each session. He 

resorted to a hunger strike for five days to protest against these arbitrary acts but was then transferred 

to Ardabil prison after 20 days. This led to a court case and an arbitrary sentence of 1 year and exile 

to Masjed- Soleyman in the province of Khuzestan. 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/MDE1331302020ENGLISH.pdf


Court Case 2: 

22 June 2004: He took part in objecting to a visit by Armenian delegates to the Province of Ardabil. 

He sought a permit for an assembly but was denied. So, a group of 80-100 activists resorted to a 

hunger strike in the form of a sit-in in the Sarcheshme Mosque, Ardabil. The protest was represented 

by 25 activists, asking the youth to leave. 

Later at night, some 50-60 security agents raided the mosque with robber sticks, attacked the peaceful 

protesters, arrested the injured activists, handcuffed and took them to the police cars. Then they 

locked the doors, turned some of the lights off, and attacked Mr. Lesani with the intent to kill him, 

inflicting the following incredible acts of torture: 

·    Tying his hands and feet with a wire cable with an officer jumped and fell on his ribs 

four times; 

·    Kicked him directly in his groin; 

·    Proceeded to choke him by standing on his throat 

·    Covered his mouth and nose with a blanket to suffocate him 

The fainted, lifeless body of Mr. Lesani was transferred to the Ministry of Information in Ardabil, 

where a security agent attacked him. 

Of one-month detention, 20 days were spent in solitary confinement, with severe and life-threatening 

injuries, and also during this month-long detention, a combined number of 20 days were spent on 

hunger strike. He was deprived of: 

·    Any medical care for his broken ribs, head, facial bones, fractured arm, and feet; 

·    Was urinating blood; 

·    His left kidney was damaged 

·    His left ear was bleeding 

·    Both his eyes were swollen and 

·    As a result of pulling his lifeless body on the ground, the skin on his back was peeled 

            off with bruises all over 

·    His requests for medical care were refused, including prison treatments. 

On the second day of the arrest, he was taken to the Ardabil court and sentenced to one-month 

detention. The Judge also denied my request to see a doctor, and he told the Ettelaat police that if 

they leaked the news of my injuries or my hunger strike to the public, they would be severely 

punished.   

All the participants were arbitrarily fined 800,000 Rials and sentenced to 15 floggings. All the 

activists spent ten days in detention from whom all, except one, were on a 3-day hunger strike, which 

resulted in them being released. He could not participate in the Annual Babek Assembly for being 

detained.  



Court Case 3: 

27 June 2005: He was presented with an order from the Justice Department by security gent not to 

participate in the Annual Babek Castle Assembly and had to introduce himself to the office of the 

Ministry of Information in Ardabil the next day. He then rejected them because no authority is 

empowered to remove his right and freedom of association and called this summon an illegal act 

based on Article 9 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

28 June 2005: Rejecting the summon, three security agents called in at his house around noon and 

searched there thoroughly but failed to find anything. This act did not even bother his three children 

playing in the garden of their house, signifying that the atmosphere of fear created by security agents 

was a regular feature of their lives. He headed with his family to Babek Castle at 10 pm even though 

his house was under routine surveillance. In the following act of cat-and-mouth chasing, he lost them 

and made his way to the castle. 

29 June 2005: Arrived at the Babek Hotel at 7:00 am. In the afternoon, around 5:00 pm, he was 

kidnapped by a couple of security agents posing as hotel guests. He spent 11 days in Eher prison, 

protesting against this illegal detention by resorting to 8 days of hunger strike. This led to another 

sentence of one year of imprisonment. After his release from this detention, around 50 Azerbaijani 

activists celebrated his temporary release at Babek castle. They were again surrounded by the police, 

attempting to arrest them, but a group of locals intervened and rebuffed the police incursion.  

Court Case 4: 

He attended the commemoration of Baghir Khan, an Azerbaijani national hero and a leader of the 

Constitutional movement to replace monarchical governance. During this event, Azerbaijani activists 

were savagely attacked by the police, with many injured and arrested. 



Court Cases 5 and 6 

The May 2006 Mass Protests swept throughout Southern Azerbaijan, and its participants were some 

2 million people from every walk of life. This orchestrated national protest responded to an officially 

sanctioned cartoon published in a State-owned national daily newspaper called Iran. Its contents were 

sharply pointed to undermining the national integrity of the Turkic nation of Southern Azerbaijan and 

any Turk in the world. 

Mr. Lesani also took part in these protests on 27 May 2006 in his hometown, Ardabil. The charges 

brought against him were all arbitrary, and his trials were held in kangaroo courts. The whole episode 

showed that the authorities in the Islamic Republic of Iran are in contempt of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. Also, they demonstrated that "anything goes in Iran" thanks to an 

underground network of collisions among different bodies of the Iranian authorities. 

The mess created by the Iranian authorities against Mr. Lesani in this episode was two court cases 

and after their finalization: 

Charges: 

1.  Creating public disorder 

2.  Participating in illegal marches and gatherings to cause social disorder all over Ardabil 

during the afternoon of Saturday 27 May 2006. 

3.  Participating in intentional arson and destruction of state-owned properties. 

4.  Encouraging members of the public to commit illegal activities on the aforesaid date, which 

resulted in, fire and destruction of approximately 66 private and state-owned banks, Refah 

Supermarket and Traffic Police Station in Ardabil, causing damages to people's vehicles, in 

particular to the vehicles carrying government number plates. 

Sentence: 

1.  Ten months to one year of imprisonment and fifty lashes for disturbing the peace, causing 

public disorder by encouraging others to behave in irrational ways on Saturday 27 May 2006 

2.  A further sentence of six months of imprisonment for participating in the destruction and 

burning of public and private properties. 

The court case is eventful and would require many pages to outline arbitrary acts inflicted by the 

Iranian authorities against Mr. Lesani. See our previous communications. 



Court Cases 7 and 8 

The Iranian authorities detained Mr. Lisani on 11 December 2011 for 55 days. Then his house 

was raided by extra-judicial underworld agents: 

·    Without producing any warrant from the authorities; 

·    No compliance with the laws and every act of the authorities were arbitrary; 

·    Arbitrarily kept him in solitary confinement in the detention facilities of the 

Ministry of Information under the worst condition for two months. 
  

He resorted to hunger strike as the only option left to me in the circumstances to express his 

protests against the ongoing injustice, arbitrary behaviours, the audacity of security agents, 

and sheepish obedience of the judiciary officials as subservient to security agents. He carried 

on with his hunger strike for 17 days. Mr. Lisani later stated in an open letter on 9 June 2014 

that any information on Lake Urmu, as the only accusation against him in that court case, 

was removed by the judiciary authority, including any subject matter of interrogation during 

detention. 
  

Charges: Attempting and organizing a gathering for protests in the city of Ardabil against 

drying Lake Urmu. Notably, according to Mr. Lisani, this was removed from his case. 
  

On 8 January 2014, he was summoned to court. Mr. Lisani defied the summons and wrote 

an open letter to the Iranian authorities stating that he would only take part in an open court 

run by a jury system, as in Iranian laws but not in the Iranian kangaroo courts organised by 

the Iranian subservient in South Azerbaijan. 
  

The summon coincided with the assumption of power by the newly elected Iranian president 

Rouhani and the oncoming International Mother Language Day on 21 February 201, for 

which there was a resolution in Southern Azerbaijan to celebrate it. The Iranian authorities 

under Mr. Rouhani resorted to their usual iron fist repression with the following tactics: 

·   They did not permit the public celebration of the day; 

·   Activists were raided by paramilitary agents of the Iranian authorities when 

celebrating the day in their private houses and were arrested in scores; 

·   Any possibility of organized gatherings was constrained by summoning 

veteran activists of the national movement of Southern Azerbaijan to courts ahead of 

this International Day. 
  

If the episode of protesting against the deliberate Iranian policy of drying Lake Urmia was 

Case 7, the next episode is probably Case 8. Still, the borders between these cases are not 

clearly defined. 
  

Mr. Lisani responded to the summon on 8 January 2014, stating that he would only attend 

any courts open and run by a jury. This provision is embedded even in Iranian laws. The 

summon reflected the preparation of the Iranian authorities to prevent the celebration of the 

International Mother Language Day in South Azerbaijan on 21 February 2014. 



  

In the wake of the International Mother Day Language, the Iranian authorities rounded up 

more than 100 South Azerbaijani individuals and raided their private houses. The brunt of 

these arbitrary detentions was borne by detainees in Eher (Ahar) and Kerej (Karaj). Mr. 

Lisani was detained briefly but was released after two weeks of arbitrary detention under bail 

by providing a surety of 100 million Tumen (Tooman), or 1 billion Riyal. 

  

So, the Iranian authorities went ahead with their kangaroo court case on 9 June 2014. Mr. 

Lisani issued an open letter, delivered it verbally and in writing to the court, and demanded 

an open court. 
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Chronology of Events in Recent Days for Court Cases 7/8 and Explanation of Emergency 

Proposal 2 

  

Date Description 

22   July 

2015 

When Mr. Lisani was imprisoned on 22 July 2015, he was reportedly 

registered as 'Abbas Emani' in Block 7 of Ardabil prison, where 

criminals and drug smugglers were detained. 

25 July 2015 As these are violations of his human rights, he had no option left to 

resort to a hunger strike. 

  

26 July 2015 The Iranian security agents have plumbed Mr. Lisani's workplace. The 

agents have asked the neighbours for the whereabouts of Mr. Lisani's 

sons, and then they had gone to the restaurant, where his son, Eli, works. 

The restaurant owner was then threatened to expel Mr. Lisani's son from 

employment. 

27 July 2015 The governor of Ardabil prison, Mr. Mehbubi, reportedly visited Mr. 

Lisani personally on this day and requested him to break his hunger 

strike, and promised that "he himself and other officers of the prison 

apologise from you and other prisoners of Block 7 and I promise that the 

normality will be restored in prison including its telephone 

communication line." Mr. Lisani reportedly responded, saying that "I will 

now go to Block 7 and observe the conditions in Block 7 and if deem the 

conditions rights will break my hunger strike together with other hunger 

strikers of Block 7. Should the behaviour of the prison keepers not 

change, I will resort to hunger strike again." 

  

The document refers to Emergency Proposal 2, which was a proposal by the Iranian authorities 

to restore Lake Urmu. The Iranian authorities took this proposal for approval in the Iranian 

Majles but the proposal was rejected on the account of cost. However, Azerbaijanis regarded 

the whole thing as a charade for the intentional drying of Lake Urmu as the outcome of 

deliberate Iranian policies. 

Outcome of the Appeal 



Translation of the Verdict by the Iranian authorities against Mr. Abbas Lisani 

Note: the grey highlights are ours in connection with the summary in the cover letter (next 

page). 



Logo of the Ministry of Justice of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the right hand side 

Verdict No: 9409970403400248 

File No: 9009980402400487 

Archive No: 940151 

Compilation Date: 04/03/1394 

  

Appelant: Mr. Abbas Lisani, son of Esed, Address: Ardabil, Ba-huner Town, Fajr 12 Metre, 

No 38 

Appeal Authorities: Agents of Ministry of Information 

Appeal Procedure: Verdict No: 93/12/27-9302689, Issued by Branch 1 of Revlutionary Court 

in Ardabil. 

  

Prosecutor: The appeal court was convened in the Revolutionary Court in the Province of 

Ardabil by the undersigned on 19 May 2015 to consider the case as per 18 March 2015 

(Ref: 900-487) in relation to Mr. Abbas Lisani, son of Esed. The accusation is: propaganda 

activities against the Islamic Republic of Iran when Emergency Proposal 2 was rejected by 

the Iranian Majles in relation to Lake Urmia, where separatists were going to make this a 

pretext to organise protests in the city of Ardabil. In this relation, the Ministry of Information 

in Ardabil issued a warrant to search the house of the accused, who is the main driver. He 

has continuous connections with separatists living outside the country and his computer was 

investigated, leading to the extraction of the following documents [the original text is 

extremely convoluted and without the intention of altering it, the translator has tried as best 

as possible to make the text readable in English without altering the meaning]: continuous 

connections with separatists living outside the country; organising protests through the cyber 

space in the capital of the province of Lake Urmia [translator's note: there is no such 

province, as the Iranian authorities often are economical with Azerbaijani names and here 

one sees that the province of West Azerbaijan is called as the province of Lake Urmia]; 

concentration of GunAz-TV, the satellite TV of the separatists; exchange of topics and the 

article of "a mirage in the desert of history", as well as an article with notions on separatism 

and emphasis on setting up a single Azerbaijan state and on overthrowing of the Farsi 

chauvinism and their collaborators; guidelines for institutionalising ethnic identities and 

methods of responding to the interrogation by security agents and judicial authorities; ploys 

against interrogation, self-preservation, diversionary tactics, focussing on general issues, 

silence ... 

  

The search from the elements [the word elements should mean activists], their collaborators 

and informed individuals indicate that Mr. Lisani had handed over a pamphlet to separatist 

elements for distribution, which were related to the Emergency Proposal 2 for transferring 

water to Lake Urmia. 

  

The court referred to the followings: Article 500 of punitive Islamic Laws; the discretionary 

verdict of one year of imprisonment inclusive of the past detentions; considering the past 



detentions of the accused with setting up a group to disturb the security in the country by 

creating disorder, also referring to the effective defence of the accused, where in File: "K 

85/105-526" of Branch 105 of the General Punitive Court of the city of Ardabil in relation to 

the aforementioned subject [we assume that this is the defence of Mr. Lisani, otherwise it is 

vague]. The issued final verdict [we could not make sense of منع تعقئب, which literally means 

prohibition of suing or prohibition of persecution] is deemed [we added the word deem to 

make the sentence meaningful] certain. In relation to jurisdiction evaluation, the verdict is 

[deemed] finished and this is with reference to Clause 5 of Article 6 of the procedure of the 

evaluation of general courts and of revolutionary courts. [The text here is just like walking in 

quicksand and it is difficult to make sense. We break the sentence, as this is perhaps the only 

possible course of action to produce a meaningful English sentence.] In relation to punitive 

(criminal) aspects of the verdict, the issued verdict is final. In relation to the objection of the 

appealer, who has sent a file to this court for evaluation, he has based his case for not accepting 

the authority of this court and explained this as [the following is a direct quotation of Mr. 

Lisani's open letter]: 

"As I have stated in the initial stages of the case, let me emphasise that I was detained 

during those days and therefore I was disappointed not to contribute to those protests as 

an expression of my solidarity with fellow Azerbaijani cultural and environmental 

activists. Thus, this accusation is unfounded and obviously this is a fully falsified and 

utterly preordained case against me [due to the physical presence of the accused being in 

the detention centre and not being among the protesters]. Let me expressly state that I pay 

my homage to those activists, who acted responsibly against the background of 

indifference of some individuals or the officials and their culprits who are trigger-happy 

to slander our environmentalists and eulogise the officials and members of the Majles. 

These protestors were determined to prevent the destruction of this precious wetland, the 

blue gem of Azerbaijan. If this were not suppressed, we would have witnessed the first 

steps taken to, and heard the voices towards, preventing this catastrophe. Consider those 

who see that the nation [South] of Azerbaijan is subject to untold arbitrary treatments, 

discrimination, deprived of basic legal, national, and human rights. This right is that very 

precious right of protest as promoted in Article 27 of the Constitution.  I wonder how the 

individuals following the official line may observe all these; then they dare to redress all 

the self-sacrifices of these activists as wrongdoing; and then press charges against 

Azerbaijani sons and daughters. This is the nation who has been subjected to untold 

ordeals of exploitation to the extent that their existence is now undermined. This nation 

has just one way out: to break the forced silence and to resort to crying out their heart 

against injustice. Based on this pretext, the emergence of the national movement of 

[South] Azerbaijan is neither a coincidence nor an accident but currently it has emerged 

as a reaction against the plots of Anti-Azerbaijani agents of the Iranian underworld." 

The respectful persecutor of General and Revolutionary court in Ardabil proposed an objection to the 

[previously issued] punishment in accordance with Sub-clause 2 of Article 22 of the reformation law 

on the law for setting up of general and revolutionary courts, as a result of which the punishment 

hereby is increased. Therefore, the punishment must be carried out to full according to Clause 1 of 

Article 22 of the Islamic Penal Code via being deported to one of the cities not populated by the 

Turks of the country. This will also be a pretext for preventing the unlawful behaviour of the 



accused. The authorities' views shall be compiled in accordance with the contents of the file, as 

follows. 

  

In relation to the appeal by Mr. Abbas Lisani, son of Esed, in relation to File 930-2689 dated 27 

Isfend 1393, issued by Branch 1 of Revolutionary Court in Ardabil, the determination is to intensify 

the punishment by way of enforcing the imprisonment term in full. This is on the ground that the 

current reasoning was all according to the legal procedures and the evidence for it was in the files 

and appellant has not produced any evidence to undermine the issued verdict. The appeal has no 

legal base with reference to Article 240 of the penal codes. The primary courts were not undermined 

by this appeal either and the appeal procedure does not impose any provision to overturn the original 

verdict. Thus, whilst this court reject the appellant's claims and does not accept the request by the 

public prosecutor in Ardabil for having issued a punishment not proportional to the crime, this court 

refers to Clause A of Article 257 of the codes for the trial procedures of general and revolutionary 

courts on penal matters and confirms the verdict according to Article 248 of the same legal code, as 

firm. 

  

Ali Mahmoudi and Kamal Sabahi on 14/03/1394 

Advisors of Branch 1 of the court for appeals in the province of Ardebil 

  

The facsimile is identical with the original 



Appeal on 18 March 2015 

The Letter of Appeal by Mr. Abbas Lisani Lodged on 18 March 2015 

  

Dear Head of Appeal Courts in the Province of Ardabil and 

Dear all conscientious Individuals 

  

Greetings, 

(Before I embark on presenting my defence case, please allow me for a digression, as I 

see it necessary. At this onset, I want to reflect my learning from the previous cases 

brought [arbitrarily] against me [by the Iranian authorities]. In all these cases, I have 

laid out my defence and protests, all through legal means but they have all rendered the 

official response of irrelevance.  If this is not sufficient, they have resorted to 

preordained verdicts. This time I will not fall to the same trap.) 
  

It is my conclusion that the judicial system of Iran is a kangaroo court and nothing more 

with alarming impacts on the victims. This is bound to have catastrophic outcomes. My 

defences were neglected and in vain. This is a country waving the banner of sacred order 

and yet it has nothing other than a system to oppress the nationalities, ethnic peoples 

and their cultural and political rights. 
  

Let us consider the current court case brought against me by the judiciary authority and focus on its procedure and 

processes: the manner of detention:- during which the security agents forced their entry to my house without 

presenting the appropriate permits; the place of making arrest:- my private property; the manner of search: my 

property was searched after when I was taken to detention even though my family members objected to the ongoing 

acts; confiscations:- the removal of my computer and hard disks including the case of an old laptop; prolonging the 

judiciary process:- this case was conducted for three and half years; violating Article 168 of the Constitution:- this 

article was violated even though the emphasis is that the trials must be open and under a fair judiciary members with 

facilities provided to the press and journalists and the members of public; indictment:- the court issued its verdict in 

my absence, in which I was convicted and extraordinarily this document falsifies the reality by registering my presence 

in the court! 

  

The above are reflections of some aspects inflicted against me as acts or behaviours violating the Constitution and 

other appropriate laws, as well as violating my citizenship rights. These trigger loss of confidence in any individual 

against the judiciary system. On this account and perusing the indictment, the only conclusion is that the Judge did 

not issue it based on the case details, but the levers were pulled within the underground network of the various 

colluding authorities and the Judge issued the verdict to comply with a preordained blueprint. The case was 

manipulated by agents with preordained procedure to fabricate cases against [South] Azerbaijani activists. This was 

why I wanted Article 168 of the Constitution to be complied with letter-by letter in my case. The judicial system did 

not accept my insistence on complying with this article for an open court for the experience of conducting their 

kangaroo court. Thus, they issued their indictment in my absence, completely unfair and thoroughly heavy-handed 

against a defenceless and fragile justice. 

  

Now, I will take an overview of the case. My expectation is justice but this is beyod the reach in this country but this 

is my opportunity to appeal to conscientious individuals all over the world, if they ever hear my voice. I also appeal 

to those individuals who are breadwinners of their families but without their own fault they happen to work for such 

an unjust system and are witnessing injustice to their own people and their own nation. 

  

One of the accusations in the indictment pressed against me states that: "propaganda against the system of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran with the added explanation that during the Majles [the Iranian parliament] rejection of the Emergency 



Plan 2, the separatist elements of the province were active to use this as a pretext for orchestrating protests in the 

streets and public places." At this point, I see it necessary to repeat my question as I have done so in my past cases 

both in writing and verbally. The question is this: is it that the substance of the [Iranian] systems manifests against the 

existence and interests of the Azerbaijani Turkic nation or is it the interests, natural and national rights of the nation 

of [South] Azerbaijan which when revived undermines the security of the system? Of course I have a partial response 

that goes like this: the accusation of "propaganda against the system ..." was issued on the ground of calling the people 

for protests against the deliberate drying of Lake Urmu. 

As I have stated in the initial stages of the case, let me emphasise that I was detained during those days and therefore 

I was disappointed not to contribute to those protests as an expression of my solidarity with fellow Azerbaijani cultural 

and environmental activists. Thus, this accusation is unfounded and obviously this is a fully falsified and utterly 

preordained case against me [due to the physical presence of the accused being in the detention centre and not being 

among the protesters]. Let me expressly state that I pay my homage to those activists, who acted responsibly against 

the background of indifference of some individuals or of the officials and their culprits who are trigger-happy to 

slander our environmentalists and eulogise the officials and members of the Majles. These protestors were determined 

to prevent the destruction of this precious wetland, the blue gem of Azerbaijan. If this was not suppressed, we would 

have witnessed the first steps taken to, and heard the voices towards, preventing this catastrophe. Consider those who 

see that the nation [South] of Azerbaijan is subject to untold arbitrary treatments, discrimination, deprived of the basic 

legal, national and human rights and this right is that very precious right of protest as promoted in Article 27 of the 

Constitution.  I wonder how then it is possible that the individuals following the official line observe all these; then 

they dare to redress all the self-sacrifices of these activists as wrongdoing; and then press charges against Azerbaijani 

sons and daughters. This is the nation who has been subjected to untold ordeals of exploitation to the extent that their 

existence is now undermined. This nation has just one way out: to break the forced silence and to resort to crying out 

their heart against injustice. Based on this pretext, the emergence of the national movement of [South] Azerbaijan is 

neither a coincidence nor an accident but currently it has emerged as a reaction against the plots of Anti-Azerbaijani 

agents of the Iranian underworld. 

The indictment has a passage, which goes as: 

"The General Office of the Ministry of Information in the province [of Ardabil] obtained 

the search warrant for the house of the accused, who is a certain (undoubted) constituent 

member of 'the main TV' [the single quote is added by the translator to underline that the 

quoted expression is verbally vague as there is no known TV, known as Main TV] to 

investigate his personal computer, his continual connections with separatists living 

outside the country [Islamic Republic of Iran] and with GunAz [this is a television by 

South Azerbaijanis for South Azerbaijan, broadcasting from Chicago] broadcasting by 

satellite using the cyber space related to organising public meetings in the capital of the 

province [presumably the province of Ardabil] and in Lake Urmiya with concentration of 

[this word would read better if translated as: calling upon] the separatists and their 

exchange of debates …" 

  

Most respectful Judge of this case, I must bring to your attention that the text compiled by the provincial office of the 

Ministry of Information and issued by yourselves as indictment against me is a composition, as follows. It comprises 

your [colluded] presuppositions and ill-intentions against the existence and substance of the demand for the nation of 

Azerbaijan [in South Azerbaijan] as a movement; as well as your deliberate misinformation [about our reality] and 

your discourse full of conflicts and inconsistencies [about us]. Sooner or later, every conscientious individual will 

come to the realisation of your substance and intentions, both what is hidden or evident, and the masterminds in your 

world. Notwithstanding this, I must state the following for your information and for the public opinion that: Those 

who you suppose them as the "separatists outside the country" may partially be conjured by your 

misinformation/disinformation machinery. They probably entertain the idea of derailing the national movement of 

South Azerbaijan and bringing the Diaspora arm of this movement under their own control. [The dynamism of] such 

thoughts stem from the inevitable influences prevailing outside the country, their distance from the reality inside the 

country and the state of affairs in [South] Azerbaijan and pumping intentionally misleading information and contrary 

to truth propagated by your underworld security agents. The body of this propagated misinformation by your 



underworld is contrived by the dangerous triangle of: false data, erroneous analysis and derailment [emphasis is 

by the tramsator], where these would create a heated atmosphere of actions and reactions. Through this ploy, it seems 

that suppression inside the country is prolonged in the form of creating barriers against the circulation of free and 

transparent information. The subsequent contrived scenarios would serve the purpose of disillusioning the masses of 

the nation of South Azerbaijan and [South] Azerbaijani activists outside the country.  This ploy would lead to the 

fragmentation of the movement by the emergence of: various fronts within the movement; unrealistic expectations 

from the home activists [those inside South Azerbaijan] by some of the activists outside the country; and the 

emergence of overcritical mindsets without considering the internal realities. The fact is that the overall body of these 

activists outside the country comprises sons and daughters of Azerbaijan who suffer from the disinformation / 

misinformation governing the country, where this is the reason for their refugee status outside the country in the first 

place. They are conscientious and in spite of hardship that they are undergoing outside their native homes, they are 

still loyal to their mother home [this Letter of Defence uses an Azerbaijani word in this Farsi text]. They are 

conscientious individuals who strive to campaign for their home land at the international platforms sacrificing all their 

resources in this way. They have become one of the powerful arms or in fact one of two arms of the powerful national 

movement of [South] Azerbaijan. The managers of GunAz TV under Mr. Ahmed Obali are no exception. They are 

successors of these generations of activists who even promote to air the voice of this suppressed nation for 1.5 hour 

each week. Undoubtedly, in spite of a vast array of ploys and conspiracies the vast potentials of [South] Azerbaijan in 

outside countries shall not permit the absence of a TV media for this nation. Yes, we have seen Odlar Yurdu TV 

managed by Mrs. Ekrem Tebari and Mr. Rehman Esedullahi, Anayurdu TV directed by Mr. Elirza Nezmi and now this 

dream is alive by GunAz TV under the directorship of Mr. Obali. More so, in the past and now, we had TVs, radio 

services, websites, organisations and human right organisations including ASMEK and ADAPP and others. These 

media channels have strived to broadcast the voice of this nation and they will go on. 

  

Of course how surprising is your sensitivity to these media. Whilst you have taken the identity of this nation under 

your aim and mobilised all your media resources to poison this nation by your propaganda within your confined 

spaces, you have become so parochial and tribalist that you are not even tolerating the distribution of information 

pamphlets and CDs outlining the truth that we are deprived from. Your agents detain these activists and subject them 

to untold torture. Of course, in this way you are exposed and demonstrate your deep fear from the ongoing awakening 

of the nation of [South] Azerbaijan. Is it not that this awakening of the nation of [South] Azerbaijan has been 

transformed to Achilles Heels against the Iranian underworld, i.e. your world? The fact is that, these media channels 

play an excellent role in fulfilling their duties of informing and play an effective role in awaking of the nation of 

[South] Azerbaijan and hence this exposes your mindset both in terms of the severity of your confrontation and your 

ploys. At different times and places, you have kept indicting our activists by accusing them of contacting these media 

or giving interviews for them. However, this means nothing other than your desperate efforts to cut off the relationship 

between these activists and the outside world and to dismantle their aspirations. Now, is it not that GunAZ TV has 

flung you to such an abyss that you have inserted in my indictment such an expression as a member of 'the main TV'? 

It is not clear to me whether this was a typo in the indictment or what. What is the main TV or sub-TV. I want to 

respond in clear terms to this ambiguous expression. The national movement of [South] Azerbaijan is a phoenix rising 

from the ashes of the tragic genocide, which has been waged against [South] Azerbaijanis during the movement of 21 

Azer [7 December 1946]. This was the malicious outcome of the racist policies for the exclusive interests of the 

Persian identity spearheaded by "Mohammad Reza Pahlavi," the fledgling emerging power of the USA headed by 

Truman and the USSR headed by Joseph Stalin. [South] Azerbaijanis were a nation that was the first victim of the 

merging cold war, a tragedy that pleased the exclusive promoters of Persian identity. It did not take long until the 

[South] Azerbaijani movement rose from the ashes thanks to the determination of democratic libertarian and 

intellectuals of [South] Azerbaijan. This brought some frost to the Iranian apparatus but in this way the [South] 

Azerbaijani national movement was warmed up, though gently but continually. Now, we see that the succeeding 

generation following their predecessors have a new mindset with the inspiring strategy of underpinning their civil 

society movement [abiding the law of land whatever it is but correcting it by democratic mean] by simple peaceful 

means but demanding for the immediate reinstatements of the rights of [South] Azerbaijan being the violated. I am 

only a little soldier inspired by this strategy that I am born-and-bred within its movement, the movement for our 

national awakening. This awakening has one reason: the systemic oppression of the nation of [South] Azerbaijan; 



and one generating source: the conscientious intellectuals who acted as the bridge between the past oppressed 

generation and the contemporary generation of this nation. 

  

Your attribution of the national movement of [South] Azerbaijan to foreign sources is under challenge and contrary 

to your presuppositions, as this is a product of the modern technology and also the influence of the home activists on 

the Diaspora activists, who are self-motivated to take the voice of this rising struggle to the international arena. You 

see that all aspects of [South] Azerbaijani national movement has sprung from the hinterland of [South] Azerbaijan 

and as far as I know the root of all activities go to duty felt by all individuals towards Azerbaijan. 

  

I also wish to cover another issue related to your authority, me and GunAz TV in 2013XX. I was then detained 

[arbitrarily] for two months by your authority, which was one of other cases you brought against me. During the time 

of being kept in the detention facilities of the Ministry of Information, you claimed that you have obtained documents 

that are indicative of deep differences between me and the director of the GunAZ TV channel. You made the deduction 

stating to me that "it is true that the system [the Iranian authorities] is not particularly happy with you [the defendant] 

over the years due to various activities but we could unite against our common enemy of GunAz TV." Remember that 

I reacted in strictly uncompromising terms against your entertainment of such ludicrous suggestions. You left the 

detention facilities that day but came back the following day with a hefty file and claimed that "with the documents 

in this file, we can easily indict you in the trial court under the accusation of fighting against God and easily imprison 

you for 15 to 20 years with banishment in Zahedan prison or even worst and if these did not work for you, we can plot 

moral indictments against you to destroy you." Then I asked you how could you do such a thing whilst I am certain 

of myself? One of you laughed and said: "easy, someone in your spitting image with some face lifting would appear 

in front of the filming crew with obscene activities and this would then be distributed everywhere. Until you would 

prove your innocence, everything would be over to you. But as you know there are easy ways. You threatened me but 

do you know why? Because you had fallen short of enquiring about my profile from your retired colleagues or failed 

to read the cases brought against me. I detected your ignorance and asked gently: "well what is the other way?" You 

then reverted to your yesterday's grand plan and said: "we would set you free with a trivial surety and then you travel 

to the foreign countries on your own or by your family and after a while you set up a TV channel. In this way, we 

would stand up against our common enemy and serve to our national duty by having a TV channel.." I said I neither 

have financial means nor experience for such a venture. You said: "oh, you don't worry about these niceties as we 

would provide you all the necessary means." I asked you: "as you claim there is a sufficient number of individuals in 

your service at the foreign countries, then why do you need me?" You just said this one sentence: "Only you can teach 

a lesson to Ahmed Obali." [Note that the italicised words are in Azerbaijani Turkic, i.e. the Judge has spelt up these 

words in Azerbaijani Turkic]. I was then sent to my cell for another night after a few more exchanges to provide you 

time for the appropriate arrangements. The following day, when you recalled me to the interrogation room again, I 

was anticipating the proceedings and I needed not to play any profiling game with you. Your first question to me was: 

"have you thought through [about the issues discussed yesterday]? We hope you will act wisely." You heard my 

response: you can imprison me, execute me, or even stain my honour and integrity or of my family to this 

extent. Bearing all these is hard but not as hard as bearing the demeaning situation stemming from the 

betrayal. What is the value of my life and my integrity for securing the liberty of [South] Azerbaijan? 

Though you became very furious, your efforts were in vain to contain your anger. You were angry like, and looked 

like, gamblers who lost the game. You got what you deserved. You did allow yourself to dare against me to such a 

demeaning extent? Of course, what allured you to this game was your failure to profile me in adequate terms. You 

misinterpreted my openness and unadulterated critical views for the sake of the health of the national movement, but 

my approach stems from my sense of duty to be open. You took wrongly my statements as the sign of feud with 

different individuals or organizations. You were ignorant of the fact that our national strategy is to be open, to be 

critical-minded, to accept constructive criticisms and not to be entangled in personality feuds. These are the norms of 

the national movement of [South] Azerbaijan. Every individual, organisation, groups and media have to strive to gain 

the approval of the activists and only take steps along the national interests of [South] Azerbaijan; else isolation is the 

inevitable outcome. After describing these exchanges, the following question arises: "what happened to you to turn 

180⁰ by claiming on the one hand that GunAz TV is our common enemy and then to introduce them as my close 



associate on the other hand. Did you do this for changing your idea or was it an effort to set up a pretext for convictions, 

or did you want to pull strings of your proclaimed subservient infiltrating agents both abroad and at home, the few 

individuals who presumably failed to play upper hand against your trickeries? Of course, these subservient agents are 

normally visible by lurking in various gatherings under different guises apparently proclaiming scientific and 

intellectual dialogues but in reality to encourage discordance and implant conflicts among the activists of the national 

movement of [South] Azerbaijan. 

  

The indictment against me is full of numerous passages that are evidently unfounded but some of them are anecdotes 

and worth to be indulged with for my defence. One goes like this: "based on well-informed agents and their networks 

who have gone to extraordinary length, the coming story is that Mr Abbas Lisani passed pamphlets to the separatists 

for distribution in related to the rejection of Emergency Plan 2 for the trans-catchment transfer of water to Lake Urmia 

..." I must emphasise that I know no-one who is a separatist. On the contrary, those activists that I know are profoundly 

against separatism especially the separation of their territory Azerbaijan by ill-meaning policies of the central 

government along their ploy of implanting conflict and carving out chunks of land and granting them to the neighbours 

from time to time. As regards the pamphlets, you know better that your well-informed sources did not confirm your 

claims. 

A surprising anecdote of the indictment goes like this: "A pamphlet with notions and emphasis on setting up the State 

of Azerbaijan and destruction of Persian Chauvinism (exclusionism) and ..." Other than the expression for 

exclusionism for Persians, the remaining are mere falsification and it has no legal base. However, the surprising aspect 

is the use of Persian Chauvinism. I am surprised that what logic is being used by the compilers of this indictment to 

express their worry for the destruction of the Persian Chauvinism and then they see it necessary to express it in the 

indictment against me. Does this mean that they support the supremacy of the Persians and the violation of Article 19 

of the Constitution? 

  

The indictment goes on as: "having issued the accusation against the accused by the respectful general revolutionary 

court in Ardabil, the minutes of the trial on XXX has referenced to security agents who undertook the confiscation 

of the computer case containing the problems for ethnic issues including pamphlets, articles with writings on 

separatism." And then it continues: "the investigations and full and detailed reports of the office of the Ministry of 

Information in the province of Ardabil, as well as well-informed sources with their networks state that the above 

mentioned person was particularly active against the system [of the Islamic republic of Iran] and he prepared 

pamphlets related to the rejection of Emergency Plan 2 related to the transfer of water to lake Urmia. He invoked the 

people in the city of Ardabil to cause disorder and reflect the ongoing activities to the separatist elements outside the 

country through the Internet; they wanted to create a pretext from such events for propaganda ..." In relation to the 

confiscated computer case, I must say that the case that was confiscated did not have a hard disk and all of the 

claimed documents either exist in the mind of the prosecutor or are false or they do not have any external 

substances. In relation to the expression of the above mentioned person, i.e. me, I should mention once again that 

from the first round of being detained in the spring of 1376, I insisted on the compliance with my legal rights, 

according to which the persecutor cannot interrogate the accused. At no time, the persecutor has obtained any 

confession from me including this case or any of the many past cases. One aspect of your indictment is a complete 

and outrageous falsification of facts and this is the date of 18 06 1390 and exactly four days before this date, I was 

summoned and was arrested in my house. Then how could I have been contacting separatists through the Internet as 

at the same time I was being detained in your detention facilities? Is the honourable Judge aware of the serious 

inconsistencies recorded in the indictment pressed against me? 

  

In another section of the indictment, it goes like this: "preparation and distribution of an article titled 'a mirage in the 

desert of history' where the accused presents a design showing the necessity for a lay and secular system, and 

attributing the avoidance of the youth from theocracy to 30 years of religious government ..." Before everything, it 

must be said that your inclusion of this sort of subjects in an indictment is not any proof of guilt but a proof of the 

guilty violations of my rights by your honourable court of justice. This is because in the first place you are violating 

my rights of free expression of opinions and an express example of interrogation of ideas! This has been condemned 

in the Universal Human Rights Declaration of the United Nations, as well as in the Constitution of the country. 



However, in relation to 'a mirage in the desert of history' perhaps I should suffice to stating that: I request that you 

read carefully this article for once and judge fairly and tell me if you do not observe the prevalence of the premises 

of this article everywhere in the world governed by ideology or using religion as the instrument of governance. In 

the article, I am focussing not only on theocracy but the governance based on ideology. I recognise these as 

instruments of danger to humanity. My reason is that everything can be interpreted based on diverse objectives of 

human beings. 

  

Also one highlight of the indictment states that: "in spite of the denials by the above named person, his guilt is certain 

based on: considering the several court cases pressed against the accused with respect to his pro-identity activities; 

and invoking the people for protests in the streets for different reasons, where these activities have led to the 

disturbance of peace ..." I should take you to one episode in the struggle of [South] Azerbaijanis. In May 2006 the 

nation of [South] Azerbaijan orchestrated massive protests against indignity and denigration which its nature was of 

racial incitement waged by Iran, a state-run weekly periodical. I was then dragged out to your trial courts, where I 

uttered this sentence that 'o those who have eyes to see, use it to learn your lessons" [the quoted words are translation 

of apparently a Quranic verse] from the determination of the nation of [South] Azerbaijan, a nation that will not be 

pacified without securing their demands. However, the passage of time unravelled that the power-thirty authorities 

seem to be in a deep coma. [Mr. Lisani then presents the problem of South Azerbaijan in an international context and 

the best way to translate it is to change its style for the international readership, as below]: 

  

1. The authorities [in Iran] appear to be unable to grasp the prevailing reality, according to which a vast 

scenario is being enacted in the region, where the power of fundamentalism or Islamism will be curbed but in 

time. 

2. [An overview is that] this fundamentalism has been encouraged since the late 70s by the USA as a tactic 

for confronting the threat of the 'reds' posed by the USSR. This could be referred to as the strategy of heavenly 

religions against the worldly ideologies. 

3. Since the collapse of the USSR, the prevailing Islamism was gradually redressed and remained topical as it 

started posing a threat against the west. This strategy was then transformed into that of religion against religion 

among the fundamentalists, perhaps brewed by the west against the Islamic fundamentalism over the last few 

centuries. Extremist satellite media revived religions and the catalysers for their discourse were largely 

exclusionism, magnifying trivial differences, encouraging discussion of the irrelevance. One of the 

prerequisites of this order was prolonging the condition for the balanced conflicts leading to checkmate 

outcomes. 

4. The threat of the Islamic fundamentalism was planned to be confined to the Muslim countries and especially 

the to the Middle East to revive the medieval mindsets. The principle was to preserve the security of the west 

and Israel. In this period the medieval mindset has been enacted. 

5. The ongoing chaos has been aided with the modern media. 

6. The recent waves of popular protests in Arabic countries stemmed from a great potential but did not secure 

their aspirations. There were too many drives for change and too many directions of aspirations. Their outcome 

was confusion, chaos and provided the means for prolonging dictatorship, who welcomed the opportunity to 

inflict their arbitrary acts, to wage their brain washing campaigns through their media and to prolong their 

reign of power. 

7. It seems that a new mindset has been induced into the popular perception that any movement toward the 

libertarian aspirations is bound to create checkmated states and confusion or similar states. 

8. The point is that the outcome of the events since the 70s is the mindset of delusion for the ruler as they see 

their survival in terms of the ongoing confusion; but the length of time with this mindset of delusion is bound 

to come to an end. 



9. A pervasive framework is lurching around and being implemented but its details are not elaborated, though 

its relevant summary is as follows: 

a.  inside the country there is a project which induces 'false hope' by reflecting on the failure of the Arab 

Spring; 

b. creating the atmosphere of 'waiting and patience'; 

c.  a sense of crises is being created against dissidents and oppositions over the society and organisations; 

d. this creates the right atmosphere for the authorities to exploit the underlying crises and neutralise any 

ongoing actions and reactions related to politics, civil societies and protests; and 

e. [The point summarising the defendant's views is that] in this framework, aspirations of dissidents and 

oppositions are being suppressed. 

My last word in this letter is concerned with the verdict pressed against me by the court. I wish to be expressly clear 

that if torture and imprisonments were able to change the will of the nations, certainly the pages of history would have 

been by different details. Perhaps the chieftains of power have crushed the physical bodies of the holders of ideas from 

time to time in history, but the losers have always been defeated by ideas of these individuals. Ernesto "Che" Guevara 

has said that they thought they buried us but overlooked the fact that they seeded our ideas." It may be that you 

are easily able to indict me and hundreds and thousands of [South] Azerbaijani activists like me, all engaged in 

peaceful campaigns for our lawful and legitimate rights against the mindset of the Iranian underworld acting for the 

tribalism of Persian identity. My question is this: for what crime? What purpose is serving all your ploys of preparing 

false court cases? Have these activists demanded anything other than their human and national rights? What are these 

long sentences for? What unlawful acts or acts of terrorism have they committed? Which one of our activists have 

ever wished bloodshed, even that of the torturer? Why do you not want to see the truth before you related to the reality 

and the substance of the national movement of [South] Azerbaijan, especially its peaceful nature? What is the crime 

of those who are currently jailed in prisons to please the ideology of exclusivity for the Persian identity? Are these 

activists not being destroyed for being committed to the reinstatement of their human rights against racism? What 

crime did Seid Metinpur commit to be sentenced for 8 years, which deprived the peak of his youthhood age? Was it 

because he resisted your mindset and did not bow to you? For what crime did you sentence Ayet Mehrelibeylu and 

his fellow party members? Did they not strive to form a political party expressly stated within the framework of the 

laws of the country? They too will resist you and stand tall, as they are inspired to. Ok, but why did you imprison 

Elirza Fershi. He is a son of a martyr of Iran [in official terms]. He too would stand up for his ideas like his father but 

will not give any secret, as he has no secret other than lodging a petition for celebrating the international day of 

mother language. You provided the permit for the Arabs and Kurds but not for [South] Azerbaijanis. In the name of 

goodness, what sickness is this among you lot that you wage enmity with the Turks. What is the meaning of this 

sickness of spearheading your Turk-o-phobia within the echelons of your system of state? The last question is this: 

what transformations have brought into some of these self-alienated Turks, who rank the highest among your Turk-o-

phobia world? What has happened to them that they neglect all these oppressions, discrimination in the sphere of 

politics, culture, economics, loss of societal cohesion and territorial disintegration and yet they become actor of racism 

against their own nation? 

Abbas Lisani 
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Dear President of the Islamic Revolutionary Court in Ardabil, Branch 1. 

  

Greetings, 

  

It is nearly two decades that I have been a victim of frequent and long-term imprisonments and banishment into remote 

cities and prisons for long periods. In this process, I have been treated arbitrarily, which has been expedited by: the 

collusion among security agents and judiciary authorities through falsified documentations; inculcation of fiction as 

real; inductions of accusations, unjust and inhumane decisions against me. Attention to the contents of the dossiers 

against me is reflective of a carefully compiled indictment, where the phraseologies and the wordings lead to 

predictable stages and metamorphosis leading towards prescribed outcomes. One gets the sense that these dossiers are 

littered with leverages for pick-and-choose when time comes to forge preordained sentences. 

  

Please allow me to illustrate the above by an example from the past. The [Iranian] authorities pressed their 

indictment against me on 11 December 2011, according to which the charges were:  attempting and organizing a 

gathering for protests in the city of Ardabil against drying Lake Urmu. Then my house was raided by extra-judicial 

underworld agents who did not produce any warrant from the authorities concerned with the aim of stitching me 

with unfounded accusations against me or to detain me for the reasons decided beforehand; and throughout this 

episode there was no compliance with the law [of the land] and their every move was arbitrary. During this period, 

they searched my house but did not find any document or a shred of evidence to incriminate me. They carried on 

with these types of illegal incursions and they arbitrarily kept me in solitary confinement in the detention facilities of 

the Ministry of Information under the worst condition for two months. Hunger strike was the only option left to me 

in the circumstances to express my protests against the ongoing injustice, arbitrary behaviours, impudence of 

security agents, as well as sheepish obedience of the judiciary officials as subservient to security agents. I carried on 

with my hunger strike for 17 days. 

  

While under interrogation, their only focus was related to deliberate destruction of Lake Urmu. Later on, I found that 

any information on Lake Urmu, as the only accusation against me in this court case, was removed by the judiciary 

authority. In general, everything related to the interrogation had disappeared. 

  

Perhaps this could be explained by the emerging truth of the claims of the national movement of [southern] 

Azerbaijanis against the imminent catastrophe targeting the mobilisation of the world public opinion. Perhaps the 

[Iranian] authorities were satisfied that they had derailed this environmental struggle and transformed it into a 

security issue, which enabled them to suppress the popular protest through the collusion of judicial authorities and 

security agents – the conspiracy of Iranian chauvinism against the nation of Azerbaijan [in Southern Azerbaijan]. 

Let us make no mistake that NO guilty conscience is expected from the Iranian authorities and their local 

Azerbaijani rank-and-file operatives who play a pivotal role in the destruction of their own native lands. 

  

On the contrary, these operatives blindly and faithfully enact the deterrence scenarios set up by the appropriate 

authorities. They ensure that imprisonments are carried out and long-term banishments to remote places are effective. 

These have been whispered to my ears over-and-over by the agents of the Ministry of Information during my solitary 
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confinements. Subservient agents faithfully enacting their masters' scenarios are rife and willing candidates for 

falsifying the dossiers. With these people around, I am not surprised that my dossier underwent arbitrary alterations. 

Yet when I was their captive, they uttered any unfounded accusations and indicted me with utter irrelevance. 

  

With the benefit of the hindsight on the nature of the judiciary system in the course of the last three years, there is no 

reason to assume this new case pressed against me will be any different than its predecessors. The past scenarios are 

very likely to be instantiated again. I see no logical way other than to insist on my human rights and legal rights to be 

complied with by the authorities. The source for inflicting injustice against me are none other the courts of law, 

prepared to undermine their integrity on the grounds of collusion infecting the judiciary system. At least, I do not want 

to witness once again another episode, whereby my rights will be violated in your kangaroo court by following a 

preordained scenario, where the defense by the defendant and/or his lawyer is in vain. I am not satisfied that under 

your current mindset you will ever care for any of my rights, my defenses, my reasoning, my facts, my legal 

entitlements and my common law privileges. When I submitted the appropriate documents to you and/or through my 

lawyers, your system swept them under the carpet. 

  

I therefore want a stop to injustice inflicted against me. In the past, this stemmed from trials behind the closed doors, 

out of the sight of the public and without jury. Subject to the compliance with Article 168 of the Constitution [of the 

Islamic Republic of Iran], which insists on open trials, presence of juries, journalists and accessible to the public, I 

shall then attend this brand of trials to defend not myself alone but the nation of the Azerbaijani Turk. 

  

I want to speak up against the pressures exerted, persecutions, tortures, long term imprisonments against me and all 

activists of our national movement upholding cultural rights, defending human rights, political, economical and 

environmental rights. 

  

Enough is enough. Thus, I have resolute determination and no hesitation, should I NOT be tried in a court not true to 

openness and unfettered as per definitions of the legal systems, I shall resort to silence and shall leave you free to 

practice your brand of justice construct so that you inflict your arbitrary acts in its maximum capacity. 

  

I will make a difference this time by not being a pawn in your preordained scenario. I will no more pretend to expect 

justice from you. Let me make a note that the charges brought against me are political per se. Thus, you will not be 

able to wash your arbitrary acts by avoiding open trial courts or trial by jury. I say no more to the tactic of 

trivialising our cases on redefining the definition of political crimes (moving the goalpost) as customary in the 

Islamic Republic [of Iran]. 

  

Abbas Lisani. 

  

9 June 2014 

_____________________________________________ 

Note by the translator: 

Mr. Lesani has deployed a form of eloquent Farsi style in the original text, which is extremely difficult to translate, largely because the sentences 

are long. Inevitably the style had to be changed and therefore there is no one-to-one correspondence between the respective texts. Also, the 

expression "authorities" created ambiguity and therefore Iran and Azerbaijan (the Republic of Azerbaijan) had to be differentiated. In the original 

text, the differentiation is clear, as everyone knows that "Azerbaijan" means "Southern Azerbaijan" but in the English translation, our insertions are 

indicated within square brackets. 




